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He once was told to give up singing 
 
Our newest Barbershopper of the Year was told 
by a college adviser to not waste time singing in 
choral groups but that didnôt stop him from keep-
ing it up and eventually developing from a nov-
ice with the chorus to a front-row man within one 
year and later taking roles as Spring Show 
Chairman and President of the chapter. 
 

Lead Bob Upham, named as BOTY during our 
Installation and Awards Banquet, started his 
singing career in school and a church youth choir, as many of us 
have.  He was introduced to our style of music in 2004 by SOP mem-
ber Jan Williams while singing in the choir at Corpus Christ Catholic 
Church in Ahwatukee.  
 

Bob confided in Jan that he was bored with singing the same hymns in 
Latin and  Jan said, "Have I got a deal for you."  Unfortunately, after 
hearing the word Barbershop, it took him a month to attend a rehearsal 
of the Spirit of Phoenix Chorus, which he did just to get Jan off 
his  back. 
 

ñOnce on the risers as a guest, I was immediately 
hooked.  Two weeks into this, Jan graduated from 
ASU and moved back to Germany, leaving me 
without a friend in the chorus or a sponsor.  I was 
so determined to join I kept coming back and for-
tunately for me, John Bloomquist took me under 
his wing.ò 
 

Bob started singing in his church choir and at 
Powell Junior High School in Mesa and later with 
the men's choir and the elite A Capella Choir at 
Mesa High.  As an engineering student at ASU he 
didnôt sing with any choral groups because his 

adviser said,  "Engineering majors have no time to 
be in a choir and sing."  He obeyed that edict but continued to sing in 

his church choir. 
  

(Continued on page 2) Bob U and man of note, John Bloomquist 
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After graduating from college and getting 
married, Bob sang at Catholic churches 
in Kingman, Payson, and at Corpus  
Christi Catholic Church in Ahwatukee 
where his work took him.  Because there 
was usually a shortage of men singing at 
church he was often picked as a featured soloist.  ñI don't 
understand how I can sing óAve Mariaô or óO Holy Nightô in 
front of 1,000 people at church, but put me in a quartet 
and my nerves go crazy,ò he said.  
  
Once in Barbershopping, Bob dove right  in with just 
seven weeks to learn 14 songs and the choreography 
and get a tux for the Spring Show in 2005 at the Chandler 
Center for the Arts.  ñThat show was one of the most 
amazing times of my life,ò he says.  ñI was finally realizing 
a life-long dream of being a performer, although I was 
scared to death.  It was the ñParade Medleyò and the use 
of the flags that had me very, very nervous, especially 
being on the end of the back row and turning down the 
tiles and not being able to see anyone.ò  
 

It was a short time between standing in the back row as a 
novice barbershopper to being in the front row for three 

International competitions but Bob didnôt confine his con-
tributions to ñsinging and dancing.ò  He took over as show 
chairman in 2008, 2009 and this year and was elected 
chapter President in 2009 and, while weathering a turbu-
lent year that saw a change of directors,  agreed to take 
the job again for this year. 

 

Bob was born April 12, 
1962, in Springfield, 
Mass., as the middle 
child, with an older 
brother Richard and 
younger brother Wil-
liam. He grew up as 
the son of a career Air 
Force flight engineer 

and lived much of his younger life at McGuire AFB in New 
Jersey.  The family moved to Mesa in 1974 after his fa-
ther retired from the military. 
 

He graduated from Mesa High School where he was in-
volved in A Cappella Choir, a 75-member chorus, and the 

school Gah-Tso Club, which carries on traditions and 
spirit for MHS.  He sang in the choir at Queen of Peace 
Catholic Church during those years. 
 

He attended Arizona State University 
where he studied civil engineering 
and joined Tau Kappa Epsilon frater-
nity. During his final year in college 
he met his future wife, Ann, through 
friends while on a ski trip to Park City, 
Utah. She lived and worked in Cali-
fornia and as a result they only had 
six dates before getting engaged the 
summer after his graduation from 
ASU with a bachelorôs degree in Civil 
Engineering. 
 

His first job after graduation was with the Arizona Depart-
ment of Transportation, which sent him to Kingman and 
then Payson.  During those years he and Ann became 
parents of a daughter, Stacey,  (now a senior at Northern 
Arizona University) and son Steven,  (a sophomore at 
ASU).  He was then transferred to Ahwatukee and later 
Bob took an engineering  job with the City of Chandler 
and now is with the City of Phoenix  as a Senior Civil En-
gineer. 
 

Ann says the family also loves 
Barbershop and she recalls 
some humorous moments from 
Bobôs singing career, including 
closing the upstairs blinds so 
that neighbors wouldnôt see him 
practicing his chorus front-row 
moves, trying to remember to 
remove his makeup after a per-
formance before going out to 
eat and, when telling his family 
he was applying for a front row position, hearing his 
daughter say, ñDad you canôt even sing and clap your 
hands at the same time, how do you expect to dance?ò 
 

Ann adds, ñWe are proud of our Barbershopper of the 
Year and know he enjoys his hobbies and his life to the 
fullest.ò 
 

And Bob sums it all up, saying,  ñI still have much to 
learn, and it will never get old.  I love this ôhobbyô of ours. 
This next year is going to be so amazing.  Look out Kan-
sas City, here we come!ò 

Continued 
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A huge thank you to Sheryl McKinney for all 

of the work she has done the past three years as 

the President and now Past-President of Kin-

dred Spirits.  
 

Congratulations to Betty Ohlin 

who received the Helen Laurel 

Kindred Spirit of the year 

Award (similar to the BOTY 

chorus award). Last 

yearôs winner, Pauletta Bartley, 

presented the award to Betty, a 

very surprised, but deserving 

Kindred Spirit member who has been there for 

the men of the chorus assisting with various 

projects for them including the grocery scrip 

fundraiser for several years. 
 

Congratulations to Barbara Sayle for receiving 

the Kindred Spirits President's Award.  She has 

been very actively assisting the President and 

was the chairman of the nominating committee 

this past fall. 

   

              ***********************  

This Tuesday night, Feb. 2, is the first meet-

ing of Kindred Spirits for 2010.  We will 

meet in the Youth Room at the church 

where the chorus rehearses.  
 

Our meeting will begin at 6:45 p.m. and end at 

9 p.m.  The new Chorus director, Gary Steink-

amp, will be our guest speaker and he will 

share his vision for the chorus and thoughts 

on the support we can give to him and the cho-

rus this year.  Following his presentation we 

will break into brainstorming groups to 

plan.   There will also be reports from the 

treasurer, cookbook chairman, etc.  Refresh-

ments will be served. 

  

Kindred Spirits is an organization that is open 

to anyone -- male and female -- whether they 

have anyone in the chorus or not.  Please en-

courage your family and friends to become one 

of the members.  Dues are only $10 and there 

are a lot of things that we can do to assist the 

chorus and develop friendships, too. The more 

members we have the more we can accom-

plish! 
  

--Ruth Beutel, President 2010 Kindred Spirits 

 

This is one in a series of articles by 
our chorus members who have 
won competition medals through-
out their Barbershop ca-
reers.  Please send your story to 
Mark Ewing at 
markeaz@yahoo.com 
 

Many great moments over 

my 45 years in barbershop 

�%�\���*�R�U�G�R�Q���³�0�R�Q�J�R�´��
Bergthold 
 

���ï�˜�‡�� �„�‡�‡�•�� �„�Ž�‡�•�•�‡�†�� �™�‹�–�Š�� �•�‘��
many memorable events in 
both chorus and quartets.  
The most memorable week 
in my experiences was in 
Salt Lake City in 2005. Be-
cause I was singing bass 
with the Western Continen-
tals, I auditioned and sang 
with the AIC Chorus at 
their performance. I could-
�•�ï�–�� �Š�‡�Ž�’�� �„�—�–�� �Œ�—�•�–�� �„�‡�ƒ�•�� �–�Š�‡��
entire time I was with the 
AIC group because, 1) they 
were a wonderful group of 
men and 2) they sang like 
the champions that they 
were.  When that curtain 

rose, my heart 
went to my 
throat and I 
too sang like a 
champ be-
cause of the 
challenge pre-
sented by these former 
quartet champions.  
 
Other Gold Medal moments 
include singing with the 
Phoencians finishing sec-
ond to the Vocal Majority in 
Indianapolis in 1975 and 
then finishing 1st in San 
Francisco in 1976.  Then in 
1978 our Nostalgia quartet 
finished 24th out of 48 
quartets in Cincinnati and 
we were tabbed 
�ò���•�–�‡�”�•�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�ƒ�Ž�����‹�†�†�Ž�‡�‹�•�–�•�ó�á��
by those who knew us. 
 
Being honored as the Bar-
bershopper of the year in 
2006 by the Greater Phoe-
nix Chapter was another 
Gold Medal moment in my 
life. ���‡�•�á�� ���ï�˜�‡�� �Š�ƒ�†�� �•�›�� �•�ƒ�•�›��
�ò�
�‘�Ž�†�����‡�†�ƒ�Ž�ó���•�‘�•�‡�•�–�•�á���ƒ�•�†��
I know that there are many 
more to come. 

Happy Birthday!  
 

Scotty Bratcher Feb. 1  
Jim Brown        Feb. 4  
Ed Laughary      Feb. 7  
Danny Ryan      Feb. 18  
Byron Nelson     Feb. 22  
Paul Cooper     Feb. 23  
Ray Bizzigotti   Feb. 25  
Sam Wambold      Feb. 29  
  
(Hmmm, looks like Sam will 
have to wait until 2012 to cele-
brate his birthday)  
 

�´�8�S�E�H�D�W�µ���P�L�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\��
birthdays.   Here are the guys 
who added a year last month:  
 

John Brock, Jan. 1;  Larry 
Meyer,  Jan. 3;  Mike Pippenger,  
Jan. 5;   Ben Gregg, Jan. 7;  
Robbie Robbins, Jan. 7;  Jim 
Beutel,  Jan. 8;  Rich Filson, Jan. 
8; Roy Gross, Jan. 9;  Jim Han-
sen, Jan. 9;  Bill Crider,  Jan. 12; 
Galen McClain, Jan. 14; Dan 
Davenport,  Jan. 17; Marco 
Teti,  Jan. 17; Dan Wilson, Jan. 
20; and Joe Salz,  Jan. 21.  


